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GiLBERT WEST, Eſq; 


WorTny SIR, 


HE great ſatisfaction with which 
I lately perus'd a treatiſe, where- 
in you have prov'd with an un- 
common energy and ftrength of 
argument, and to your own immortal ho- 


nour, the truth of every part of the ſacred 
| hiſtory you have written of; and the even 


more than equal ſorrow, and indignation 
with which I ſince read the learned miſ- 


chief of the treatiſe mentioned as the occa- 
ſion of theſe remarks, have determin'd me 


to beg of you to honour them with the ſanc- 


A 2 tion 


(4) 
tion of your name. That plain ſincerity of 
heart, and unaffected love for our holy re- 
ligion, manifeſted through every part of your 
writings, leaves me no room to doubt, but 
that as theſe alone have been your motives 
for appearing to the world in its cauſe, it 
will be as great a pleaſure to you, to coun- 


tenance another attempt of the ſame kind, 


as it muſt be an honour to the treatiſe to 
appear to the world under your protection. 
I would not that any attempt on a ſubject of 
ſuch importance as this, ſhould appear with- 
out a name, yet am ſolicitous not to uſher it 
into the world with my own, as I would 
have whatever the awful majeſty of the ſub- 
jet, or my own unaffected ſorrow to ſee it 
thus daringly attack'd bya raſh and ill judging 
man, may prompt me to ſay, in humble 
vindication of it, appear to the public view 
in its natural garb ; as not written out of 
oſtentation or any other worldly view; but 
as the ſentiments of one, who if he has the 
happineſs to be the inſtrument of reclaiming 
the vitiated thoughts, or ſettling on the only 


juſt baſis, the wavering faith of but one 


perſon, confounded and diſturb'd by the 
writers of this ſort, will never ceaſe to value 
himſelf in ſecret, on the only fruit he hoped 
from his endeavours, though he has no 
ambition to appear as the author of them to 
the world, 

Among 


133 


Among the number of the dauntleſs and 
wicked writers, who have from time to 

time ſtood up againſt, and endeavoured to 
defame and cavil at the doctrines of our 
holy religion, many have aim'd all the ve- 
hemence of their arguments againſt thetruths 
of the New Teſtament only, and thought 
it ſufficient to their purpoſe to diſpute the 
things that regarded our bleſſed Saviour in 
that, without at all looking into the ſacred 
ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, or ſeem- 
ing to think it any thing to their purpoſe, 
whether what they contain were believed or 
not, This, however, has only been the caſe 
with the more ſuperficial among them; the 
deeper and more deſigning advocates of in- 
fidelity, have always been ſenſible, that the 
truth of the chriſtian religion had much to 
plead in its favour from thoſe ſacred writings, 
and have accordingly bent much of their 
force to invalidate ſuch of the paſſages in 
them, as ſeemed moſt ſtrongly to ſupport 
it. 
Theſe artful and deep- deſigning men could 
not indeed but ſee, that the evident con- 
nection between the writings of the Old 
and New Teſtament, and their perfect agree- 
ment, and as it were, mutual dependance 
on one another, muſt have this plain 
effect; that if the one were allow'd 
of divine origin, the other muſt be receiv'd 
as of the ſame, They could not but ſee, 
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that one great end and aim was evidently 


carried on through all the prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament # that this end was perfectly 


accompliſhed in the. New; that this accom- 
pliſhment muſt make the New of equal au- 


| thority with the other; and finally that if the 


writings of Moſes and the Prophets foretoid 
the times of the Meffas, as even the Fews 
themſelves ever underſtood them to do, if 


theſe were of God, and foretold the Goſpel, it 


was a moſt neceſſary conſequence, that that 
goſpel which they foretold muſt be of God 
alſo, Theſe are the cogent reaſons that 
have ever urg'd the more artful enemies of 
chriſtianity, to endeavour to give ſtrength 
to their arguments againſt it, by diſputing at 


the ſame time ſome particular texts of the Old 


Teſtament. As the ſhameful frequency of 
diſputes of this kind of late have however ſet 
both parties on their guard, and urged them 
to think of every thing that might tend to fa- 
vour the attack or defence of theſe ſacred 
truths ; it has been urg'd already as a power- 
ful argument againſt theſe cavillers at parti- 
cular texts of the Old Teſtament, that thoſe 
ſacred writings are not upon a footing with 
the works of human genius : That if they are 
inſpired, and truly of divine origin, they 
muſt be all inſpired, and not in one part 
more than another lable to error ; that the 


connection and dependance of one part of 
thoſe writings on another, is ſuch, that all 


bring 


Ce): 
bring an equal title to belief, and that either 
all muſt be true, or no part need be allow'd 
6c -- | 

The enemies of the chriſtian religion 
were therefore brought to this alternative, 
that they muſt either acknowledge the truth 
of that religion, or diſavow the authori 
of the whole ſcriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment. It is eaſy to imagine that few men 
would be found hardy enough profeſſedly to 
undertake the latter, and the world had ſome 
ground to hope, that the inſolence of infi- 
delity, might in ſome degree at leaſt be 
abated. 

I am ſorry to ſay, that it appears to me 
too plainly, that in this promiſed decline 
of infidelity, the author whoſe treatiſe I am 
about to examine, ſtands up a new cham- 
pion in its cauſe ; and as he cannot, dares 
not openly attack the ſacred writings in them- 
ſelves ; ſlyly and wickedly endeavours to 
deſtroy all our reverence to, or faith in 
them, by affirming, and with a ſhew of 
learning, pretending to prove that we know 
nothing of what thoſe writings are. The 
evident aim of his whole tract being to prove, 
that the language in which they were writ- 
ten, is compoſed of words capable of fo 
many fignifications, that it could never be 
poſſible for any to be certain they under- 
ſtood them in their true ſenſe ; that by er- 
rors in the copies ſince, it has become yet 

much 
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much more uncertain now in what ſenſe they 
are to be underſtood, and that as to thoſe 
whoſe knowledge in the Hebrew will not bear 
them out in reading them in the original, they 
are yet farther from having the leaſt hope of 
knowing what they contain. Our tran- 
ſlation is what he chiefly levels his argu- 
ments at, and this he endeavours to prove 
ſo very faulty, as no where to be depended 
upon with any degree of certainty, ; 

Theſe are the arms in which this new 
champion appears'in this hateful cauſe, and 
by which he means to ſupport its falling 
credit. I need not obſerve to you, to whom 
I am very ſenſible, no-part of thi criticiſms 
of the antient or latter writers on theſe ſub- 


jects is unknown, either that the obſervations 


which he has collected, are far from new, 
are far from being the beſt he might have 
collected, and very far from what an author 
who had the honour of thoſe ſacred books in 
view, would have collected from the ſame 
writers: or that they are, moſt of them, ſuch 
as have been long ſince anſwered and proved 
falſe, uncertain or unneceſſary; and that a 
veryſlender knowledge in the Hebrew, would 
enable any one to expoſe the ignorance or 
worſe than ignorance of the collector of 
them, That however is foreign to my pur- 
how here ; I have no apprehenſion of any 

arm his writings can do among thoſe who 
underſtand the language : 1 am neither vain 

w= — enough 


* 


| „ 

enough to attempt to point out to the 
learned what are bi errors, nor ignorant 
enough of the merit of the clergy of this 
kingdom in general, to think there can be 
the leaſt occaſion for it. An 
All that I would aim at, is to juſtify the 
holy Bible, as more than ninety out of an 
hundred read it here, in the Engliſb tranſla- 
tion, from the weak and wicked attempts of 
this author to invalidate its precepts; to ſhew 
the true intent and aim of his cavilling 
and cenſures; and to prove to the religious 
unlearned, that the faith they profeſs, is 
conſonant to the doctrines of their Saviour; 
and that the ſacred ſcriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament, which they have ever 
juſtly accounted the only certain means to 
arrive at a bleſſed immortality, are, as they 
have under a proteſtant church the great 
advantage and happineſs of reading them 
in the vulgar tongue, ſufficiently exact and 
true to the original, and not the uncertain 
accounts this writer would repreſent them 
to be. 1 os 

You well know, Sir, that in the Hebrew 
language, there are many words of diffe- 
rent and even of contrary ſignifications; and 
that this, whatever this writer would art- 
fully inſinuate to the contrary, and perſwade 
the unlearned to believe, is ſo far from being 
peculiar to the Hebrew, that there is no lan- 
guage in which there are not many words of 
ML; _ - *-" "ml 
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this kind. Examples of this, would be 
but tedious and unneceſſary; our own lan- 
guage is not without inſtances of it; the 
Greek has many more ſuch than the He- 
brew; the modern Italian is full of them; 
and the Latin, it we take in the times, of its 
riſe and decline, as well as of its purity, will 
be found to have a number of them more | 
than equal to the Hebrew, The context 
and ſenſe of the paſſage, are always what de- 
termine which of its ſenſes a word is there 
to be accepted in ; in our own language, and 
in the other living tongues, we find no ſort 
of confuſion from this; and I would almoſt 
defy this learned writer to ſhew me a ſingle 
paſſage, either in the Greek or Roman authors, 
in which, whatever the criticks may pretend, 
a little attention to the authors meaning 
will not clear up the ſenſe of a word of un- 
certain ſignification in any ſentence of them. 

If there be any thing particular in the 
Hebrew language in this, it is, that there 
are words in it capable of two, not only dif- 
ferent, but even abſolutely contrary meanings. 
Theſe however are but tew, and whatever 
ſuch a writer as this, whoſe buſineſs only is 
to make confuſion, may infer in regard to 
them; to me they appear leſs liable to miſ- 
underſtandings, than thoſe of a leſs diffe- 
rent and perhaps ſomething ſimilar ſenſe, 
It may not be eaſy in ſome caſes to lay im- 


mediately, which of two parallel meanings a 


word 


(11) 
word in a ſentence ought to be underſtood 
in, but which of two contrary, I think it 
can-never be yery hard to determine. 

The word d as fignifies a leader 
or a teacher, and alſo an Ox; When we 
meet it in a ſentence, there may be ſome 
doubt whether we are to render it a lea- 
der or a teacher; but I think there can 
ſcarce be any, whether it is to be a teacher 
or an Ox. As the Hebrew dow ſignifies, 
either to ſeeor to think, it may be ſome doubt, 
in which of theſe ſenſes it is to be underſtood 
in a ſentence, till one has conſidered the 
context; and the ſame may be obſerved of 
many other ſuch Hebrew words, as of 157 
which is either to ſing, or to exclaim againſt 
any thing. raNÞ which is either a fling or a 
heap of ſtones, c which is either ſplen- 
dour, brightneſs, or a window to let in 
light, O which is either a redeemer or an 
avenger, p72 which is either lightning, or 
a ſword, and of h which ſignifies either he 
hath cleanſed, declared, or choſen. But as to - 
the words of contrary fignifications, when 
we find T2 which is either to bleſs 
or to curſe, oh which is either piety or 
impiety, or pg which is either to caſt 
ſtones on a thing, or to take ſtones out of 
their place, which are the three words cho- 
ſen by Leigb, as inſtances of this contrary 
ſignification of the ſame Hebrew words; 
ſurely it cannot be a doubt, whether the 
TT” B 2 one 
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one or the other of two ſuch contrary 
meanings is to be accepted. 

Theſe inſtances may be ſufficient to ſhew 
what this variation of the ſenſe of Hebrew 
words is, and of how little conſequence it 
could be to intelligent tranflators ; and may 
convince the unlearned reader, that whatever 
plauſable pretence of the uncertainty of the 
ſacred ſcriptures , this author might take oc- 


caſion to inſinuate from it, there is in 


realicy, no foundation for thinking the tran- 
flators of the Bible could be at all miſled by 
it, ſince there is no room to doubt a 
more than ordinary accuracy'and care was 
both uſed in the making and reviſing them. 
The wicked addreſs and artful manage- 
ment of this writer, no where more manifeſt 
themſelves to a judicious obſerver than in the 
ſubtle method he has us'd of introducing his 
objections to the belief of the ſacred ſcriptures 
as e now have them: had he made it the pro- 
feſſion of his title page, few I hope would 
have bought, or had he entered on it at 
once freely and without reſerve, few would 
have read his book. Inflead of this, he ſets 
out therefore with ſo plauſible a title, that 
one had reaſon to imagine, he meant only 


to confirm the opinions of ſome of our excel- 


lent Church, in regard to two or three paſſages 
in the Prophets, which our wantofknowledge 
of the mannets of the time and idioms of 
the Hebrew language, have made us at pre- 


&; us | Ent 
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ſent not perfectly conceive, And as his 
title, with all its caution, might very 
poſſibly alarm people; ſince diſputing the 
preſent -ſenſe, could not but in ſome de- 
gree be neceſſarily conceived, to preceed the 
reſtoring paſſages to their original reading and 
true ſenſe, he prefixes to his work an adver- 
tiſement, in which, even while he is declaring 
the pretended innocency of his intention to 
leflen in any degree, the juſt veneration of the 
public for theſe ineſtimable remains of antiqui- 
ty; he artfully conceals the blackeſt accuſa- 
tion of them, and ſtrongeſt ſeeming ſupport 
of it that he could conceive, tacitly aſſuring 
you that he looks upon them as very far from 
the purity or certainty they are generally 
accounted to have, by adding, that he thinks 
it wonderful, that in the courſe of ſo very 
many ages, through remote and ignorant 
nations, the oldeſt books in the world writ 
in a language which has been dead above 
two thouſand years, ſhould have been 10 
20rſe. corrupted. 

Who can read this, without . ſeeing that 
this inſinuating advocate for a general diſbe- 
lief of every thing contained in thoſe ſa- 
cred books, has here artfully, and without 
the form of enmity or accuſation, brought 
together in a few lines, and preſented the 
reader at one view, with the ſubſtance of all 

that the malice of the moſt profeſſed unbe- 
ENT / | levers ' 
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lievers has collected, as reaſons againſt our 
faith in them. 

To all this however it is eaſily anſwer'd, 
that when we review the whole in the light 
his own words have placed it in; and con- 
ſider beſide, the multitude of books written 
long fince the bible, and ſubject to much 
fewer cauſes of deſtruction, yet not one of 
which has been preſerved or ever .come 
down to us; we cannot ſuppoſe that this 
facred treaſure has been preſerved otherwiſe 
than by the immediate interpoſition of the 
divine providence ; and then it is eafy to 
conceive that the ſame cauſe which refery' d 
it at all, would preſerve it in all its puri 

That among the great nürfbet of co- 
pies of theſe ſacred pages, errors of a letter, 
or the miſplacing of a word, might poſ- 
fibly ſometimes happen, we have no reaſon 
indeed to doubt; but that the ſenſe” was ever 
preſerved in all its purity, I think we have 
yet leſs reaſon to make any queſtion '. bhp 

The author goes on in this advertiſement, 


to call his work, an attempt to wipe away 


fome of thoſe ſpots which obſcure the face 
of ſcriptures in a manner that might poſſibly 


be of uſe to pious readers: But I atn ſorry 

to fay, that I-can find few inſtances of that 

. yes in his work, and no where the 
eaſt endeavour to alind or inſtruct fuch 


readers. ay 10 5 021 
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The whole face and tenor of the work, 
on the contrary, except in. three or four 
articles artfully thrown in, and; which he 
thinks of no ſort of conſequence ; too evi- 
dently ſhews, that the bent of all the author's 
arguments, the ſole end and aim of all his 
criticiſm, is to obſcure, - as much as in him 
lies, the face of ſcripture ; inſtead of wiping 
off the ſpots he ſuppoſes there are on 1t, 
to add a thouſand more, and every where 
to confound and puzzle, not to convince 
his readers of its beauties. 

A firſt inſtance of this it may not beamils to 
give in his criticiſm on the xvi. Pſalm; where, 
after giving us no leſs than fix different tran- 
ſlations, and very induſtriouſly ſhewing how 
much the ſeveral verſions have differed from 
one another, and obſerving that the Greek 
vulgat, Arabic, and Ætbiopic, give him 
but little ſatisfaction; he concludes with 
obſerving, that the antients being ſo much 
divided among themſelves, he leaves the 
choice to the reader, not being aſſured of 
any thing but that the text is at preſent cor- 
rupted. Where, alas! is here the attempt to 
wipe. off the ſpots that obſcure the face of 
ſcripture, or where the intention of being of 
uſe to pious readers? It is plain, in ſhort, 
from this and a multitude of other paſſages, 
that his whole ſcheme was to perplex the 
minds of the readers of the holy ſcriptures, 
and endeavour to invalidate the accounts of 


thoſe 
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thoſe ſacred treaſures of all true knowledge, 
by continually inculcating his darling prin- 
ciple their uncertainty, repeating obſerva- 
tions of real or imaginary deficiencies of the 
antient copies, and more of the tranſlators, 
and every where tacitly leading us to infer 
from thence, that we can have no depen- 
dance on any part of them at all. | 

In order to eſtabliſh this unworthy 
principle, he has been at the pains of reading 
4 multitude of authors, and bringing to the 
public view a train of various imaginary 
readings, and opinions founded on ſuch un- 
certain baſes ; which the clergy have ever 
been acquainted with, have ever known in 
general how to adopt or deſpiſe, and which 


to the unlearned can be of no other uſe, 


but to perplex and err about. As to the 
paſſages he has collected, it muſt be too 
Plain to every one who has read the au- 


thors he has them from, that he has choſen 
thoſe only that are for his purpoſe ; ſome of 


them tend to nothing but to render the text 


uncertain, and moſt of them are perfectly un- 


neceſſary to any other purpoſe. | 
But all this, it is to be obſerved, was but 


invalidating a part of thoſe ſacred writings, 


the whole of which muſt however be proved 
uſeleſs to the world, according to the evi- 
dent ſcheme of the work. To effect this, 
the author artfully infinuates, that the CHal- 


dee is the moſt imperfe&, moſt erroneons, 
| | | and 
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and worſt of all the antient verſions ; this 
he is continually inſinuating, before we can 
form the leaſt gueſs at what was his aim in 
it; and ſcarce a page occurs in which he 
does not take care to ſpeak of it in a ſtile 
much too free for any thing that is con- 
cerned in the conveying to us the oracles of 
the moſt high. In one place he tells us, that 
the Chaldee paraphraſe ſeems rather intended 
to obſcure than illuſtrate z in another, that 
1t has corrupted and perverted tke ſenſe of 
the ſacred ſcriptures; in another, that it 
ſeems raptur'd into a ſtrain of enthuſiaſm 
in another, calls it that which has com- 
monly the blame of miſleading; in another, 
that it commonly debaſes the ſenſe of the 
ſeripture; and accuſes it of adopting the Few- 
i conceits, of extravagances, nonſenſe and 
enthuſiaſm, of making part of the ſcripture 
little better than the chapter of the Moran, 
and finally queſtions its antiquity. | 
It does not occur to the reader for ſome 
time why all this waſte of abuſe is beſtowed 
on this verſion, but when the author thinks 
he has ſaid enough to convince every one, 
that is falſe, abſurd, fooliſh and erroneous 
in the greateſt degree ; the intent of all his 
enmity againſt it appears, and he tells you, 
and repeats it more than fifty times, that our 
preſent Engliſb Bible is a tranflation of this 
falſe, this abſurd, this erroneous Chaldee. 
This was the end and aim of all his cenſures 
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on that verſion; this he takes occaſion to be 


continually reminding us of; and the natural 


conſequence of this, he thinks in every judi- 


cious breaſt, muſt be that there can no longer 


be any regard paid to the ſacred ſcriptures 


by thoſe who read them in Engliſb only, 
and thoſe he well knows to be at leaſt nine 
tenths of this kingdom. 

I need not mention to you, Sir, how 
falſe this general accuſation of the Chaldee is, 


by the learned, well known to be, and how 


much falſer the aſſertion of our tranſlation 
being taken from it. I have on this occa- 
fon, turned to the Chaldee in a great number 
of the more difficult paſſages, imagining 
that ſo heavy an accuſation as that laid by 
this author upon it could not be without 
foundation; and my remembrance, whieh 


did not ſet it in this light miſrepreſented it 
to me; but muſt profeſs that I find little 


ground for ſuch invectives againſt it; and 
yet leſs for the pretence of the preſent 
Engliſh Bible being tranſlated from it, ſince 


wherever that differs from the Hebrew, I 


cannot but obſerve that J found our tranſla- 
tion differ from that. Bad theſe things been 
true, I cannot but think he ought to- be 
eſteemed a very ill man, who ſo induſtriouſly 
propagated them, and fo ſtrenuouſly endea- 


voured to infinuate them into the minds of 


the unlearned : but when we know them 
to be abſolutely groundleſs, what cenſure 
Ns does 


* 
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does this induſtrisus aſſerter of them de- 


terve ? 

Any thing that bore the ſacred ſtamp of 
theſe divine writings, ought to have been 
exempted alſo from ſuch ſevere and unbe- 
coming language as this author has uſed on 
this occaſion ; but we muſt ce.iſe to wonder 
at that's being no protection for a verſion 
from abuſe, when even the ſacred writings 
themſelves frequently fare no better in his 
hands. He makes no ſcruple of aſſerting 
in one place, that the ſacred text in its 
preſent ſtate is not true ; and in another, 
talking of two tranſlations of the ſixth verſe 
of the fortieth Pſalm, he ſays they are both 
abſurd, and that the more recent Engliſh 
tranſlation comes a little nearer to the non- 


ſenſe of the Chaldee; in another, when he 


has acknowledged that our verſion is the 
ſame with thoſe of all the moſt eſteemed a- 
mong the moderns, he adds, that it may 
paſs for one of the dark ſayings, and that 
the meaning of it is not a good one, but 
much fitter for the mouth of an avowedly 
wicked man, than to be read in any book 


of ſcripture ; and in another, he calls the 


expreſſion low and vulgar. Are theſe words 
to ſpeak of ſcripture in? or can any man 
who has the reverence that I hope dwells in 
the breaſt of every chriſtian bor theſe ſa- 

cred writings, hear them treated in this 


language, without horror? I cannot however 


C 2 but 
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but in ſome fort rejoice in this, even while 


it ſhocks me to ſee it, to think that the 
overflowings of this author's zeal for his cauſe, 
have here run away with his prudence, and 
led him to betray plainly enough the mean- 
ing of his whole attempt ; for if his intention 
had been only to quarrel with our verſion of 
the ſcriptures, or ſet us right in regard to 
our errors of it, what had he to do with 


paſſages like ſome of theſe, or what good in- 


tent in attacking with ſuch an unbecoming 


freedom, texts in which he finds fault with 
all the copies of the divine original itſelf, with- 
out the leaſt attempt to explain or ſet them 
right, In theſe, and the many other paſſages 
of this ſort which abound in his book, it can- 
not but be obſerved however that he tries to 
throw the blame as far as poſſible on the de- 
fects, errors of the copies, and tranſlations ; 
but in too many of them, the maſk is laid 
too thinly on to hide the intent. In regard 
to the laſt indeed, particularly where he 
means the Engliſh tranſlation, his intent ſeems 
equally anſwered almoſt which ever way the 
blame ſhall fall, it being pretty nearly the 
ſame thing in regard to his ſcheme, to prove 
faults in that, or in the original itſelf; and at 
one or other of theſe, it cannot but be ob- 


| ſerved he labours through his whole book. 


In his obſervations on the words, But by 


ny name Jehovah was I not known unto them ; 
he very freely ſays, that they contradict the 


book 


C885] | 
book of Genefis, from the twelfth chapter to 
the end of it; and even the third of Exodus 
itſelf, and with a great deal of ſeeming plea- 
fure tells us, that this diſagreement of the 
books of Geneſis and Exodus, has furniſhed 
learned ſcepticks with an argument to prove, 
that the author of the one, could not bave been 
the author of, or even ever have known of 
the other; and when he has rais'd an imagi- 
nary objection to the more allowed way of 
explaining it, adds, in the warmth of his 
heart and full bent of his purpoſe, will any 
intelligent reader be contented with ſuch in- 
terpretations ? and yet we know of no better. 
Here the whole aim. of his attempt appears, 
and he evidently ſhews, that as I before ob- 
ferv'd, 'tis indifferent to him whether the 
blame light on our tranſlation, or the divine 
original, ſo one of theſe bear it. And here 
to ſhew how little dependance we can rea- 
ſonably have on the {ſcriptures according to 
his ſenſe of things, and how very uncertain 
their fignification is; he adds, that if no rea- 
ſonable or - probable meaning of the words 
can be made out, .the text muſt have been 
corrupted, and poſſibly to the contrary of 
what it originally meant. 

- What dependance is this leaving us on 
theſe ſacred treaſures? and of what uſe can 
the ſcriptures be to the world, if whenever we 
diflike a paſſage in them, we may be taught 
to explain it into its contrary. _ x 
= Soon 


( 22) 

Soon after this, the author mentions what he 
calls an ab/urd attribute of God in our tranſla- 
tion, yet he confeſſes that it is an exact tranſla- 
tion of the Hebrew : Here his indifference as 
to theſe is exactly the ſame as in the former 
inſtance, but he adds, that the ſeptuagint, 
Sc. have in them nothing ſo low; and hints 


a little after that, as there is a tranſlation or 


two that pleaſe him, in ſome other ſuch in- 
ſtances, it would be well to mend the ori- 
ginal from them. If this had been the 
opinion and practiſe of the earlier criticks, 
what dependance cou'd we now have oa the 
{cripture, or how much of it could we be 
ſure we had left to us? 

In his criticiſm on the eleventh verſe of 
the ſeventh Pſalm, he gives another inſtance 
of his earneſt deſire to ſhew that the ſcrip- 
tures may be tranſlated into a contrary ſenſe; 
and becauſe the Hebrew Y is capable of 
ſignifying either God or the particle nat, he 
thinks it will be much better to tranſlate 


the paſlage after God is a righteous judge, 


God is not very angry every day, than as it 
has hitherto appeared in our Bibles, God 1s 
provoked every day. Tis true he is obliged 
here to be very free with the word righteous 
in the preceeding line ; and though he is. ſen- 
ſible it is ſo properly tranſlated, that there. is 
no attacking it on that ſcore, he gives us his 
word for it, that it might as well be put a 
merciful judge. I am very ſenſible the 

| word 
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word merciful would ſuit his new ſenſe of 
the following line much better than r:ghre- 
ous; but I am not afraid to affirm, that 
a mercifal judge, and a righteous judge, are 
not at all expreſſions of the ſame ſenſe, and 
that the "Hebrew py7s can be properly tran- 
ſlated, as we have it in our Bibles only, and 
defy him with all bis oſtentation of know- 
ledge in the Hebrew, to name any one: part 
of ſcripture where it is uſed in the ſenſe 
he would underſtand it in. 

The contrary fignification the word N is 
capable of, I had ever been uſcd to look on as 
one of thoſe ſcarce likely to lead into errors, 
as it was not eaſy to imagine, but that in 
all paſſages where it is uſed, it muſt be 
molt eaſy to diſtinguiſh whether the ſacred 
name of the Almighty, or the particle not 
were meant by it, and am forry to find by 
the errors he has quoted, that it has been in 
this place miſunderſtood oftner than I had 
imagined ; but as to the genuine ſenſe of the 
text, allowing ' to mean righteous, as 
it moſt evidently docs, and as we have 
been always us'd to ſee it tranſlated, I wou'd 
appeal to the conſcience of every chriſtian 
reader, which of the two tranſlations of the 
ſucceeding line, that of our Bibles, or that 
of this Gentleman, that God is provoked 
every day, or that God is not provoted every 
day, is moſt likely to be the more juſt.; nay, 
let this innovator ſmite upon his own breaſt, 
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and without reflecting on the days he has 


employ'd on this egregious work, ſay from 
his own knowledge, whether the righteous 


judge of all the earth is not provoked every 


day. | 
In the twenty-firſt verſe of the twenty- ſe- 


| cond Pſalm, he is for changing ry Fh 


haſt heard me into p a low eftate ; either 
of theſe will make ſenſe of the ſentence, that 
muſt be allowed; but as it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that the former, which is the word 
we tranſlate from, makes the clearer and bet- 


ter ſenſe, and ſuch as is more conſonant to 


the tenor of the whole; what cou'd be 
the reaſon of this cavil from the neglected 
criticiſms of a number of other more learn'd 
than wiſe writers on theſe ſubjects, but 
what I have too juſtly accus'd him of, as de- 
ſigning through his whole work; the inculcat- 
ing into weak minds and among the unlearn- 
ed, the dangerous and falſe principle, that 
the ſacred ſcriptures are now ſo much altered, 
that we can no longer be afſur'd that any 


part of them is genuine? If any thing par- 


ticular could occur to a learned Hebraiſt on 
reading this text in our verſion, it mult 
be not that inaccuracy and careleſſueſs with 
which this author ſo continually charges the 


tranſlators to whom we owe it; but on the 


contrary, their ſcrupulous exactneſs in keep- 
ing to the mood and tenſe. of the Hebrew 


verb they have tranſlated z and making it, 


3 ; thou 


(25) 
thou haſt heardme, as it ſtrictly ſignifies ; not- 
withſtanding that nothing is more certain than 
that the preteritum here given, was meant to 


be underſtood as the imperative mood, a 


thing common among the Hebrews, and of 
which, if this Gentleman deſires it, I am 
ready to give him more than fifty inſtances, 


as alſo of the imperative being reciprocally 


given to be underſtood as the preteritum ; 
and therefore the ſentence probably meant, 
and might very well be juſtified in being 


tranſlated, ſave me from the Lions mouth, 


and hear me from among the horns of the uni- 
corns, This I doubt not indeed was the mean- 
ing of this inſpir'd author, but yet as the 
words ſtrictly expreſs'd, thou haſt heard me, 
&c. I am ſo far from blaming the ſcru- 


pulous exactneſs of the tranſlators, that, I 


think it deſerves the higheſt applauſe ; and 
it may not be improper to add, that their not 
having given a flight variation from the exact 


ſenſe of a word in a place where their learn- 
ing and knowledge muſt have informed them, 
that the common uſage of the language would 


have borne them out in it, may give the un- 


learned reader a ſenſe of how exact the tranſla- 


tors have been, and how great reaſon he has 


not to be diſſatisfied with, but to place an ab- 


ſolute dependance on the ſacred ſcriptures as 
he reads them. 2 


The learned reader will obſerve in two 


or three other places, that this author, who 


makes 


. | ( 26) Wo 
EE makes ſuch an oſtentation of his underſtand- 
ll ing Hebrew, has fallen into a like . miſtake | 
* in regard to the ſenſe, merely from his not 
40 knowing this recipracal uſe of the prœteri- 
| tum and imperative mood, which is ſo com- 
mon in that language; and accordingly in 
the thirty-fourth Pialm, where there are 
45 many reaſons to think ſome lines are want- 
"rt ing; he triumphantly tells us, that our tran- 
| js ſlators and the commentators in general are 
| 


bewilder'd, being utterly unable to point out 
14 who they are mentioned in the fifth verſe, 
l or what connection there is between this and 
mt the preceding and ſubſequent periods : and 
| 6 determines the whole difhculty to ariſe from 
1 our tranſlators having blindly followed the 
1118 - _Chaldee, who has rendered the whole verſe 
1 in the prœterit; whereas he obſerves the 
[hi other antient verſions (though he ſeems to 
have had no idea for what reaſon) concur- 
10 red in rendering it in the imperative mood. 
e And the dear delight of cenſuring our ver- 
16 ſions, and attempting to prove them to be 
Ii, made from the Chaldeze, runs away with his 

prudence, and makes him lay the whole 
miſconſtruction as he takes it to be, here, 
though in the very next paragraph, he ac- & 
knowledges that there is plainly ſomething 
wanting after this very fifth verſe. 

Would not a man of candour have ſpared 
ſo bold and probably falſe a cenſure on our 
tranſlation, till he-knew whether what was 


I plainly | 


. 
plainly wanting according to his own ac- 
count, might not make the whole better ſenſe, 
according to the plain tranſlation than in the 
imperative mood? The Hebrew verb wan 

is plainly not in the imperative mood ; and 
is as plainly ſeen to have no ſubſtantive ante- 
cedent to. it, which can ſerve it is a nomi- 
native caſe. The tranſlators therefore, tho 
they read the word without any alteration 
in the Hebrew, might very juſtly render it 
in the imperative, according to the uſage of 
that language. But unleſs we were aſſured 
whether there be in reality any thing want- 
ing, and if there be, were certain what it 
was, it is impoffible for us to determine 
which of the two manners of tranſlating 
it; the more-rialk,; G5. - 

Our tranſlators have been, as in the arti- 
cle beforementioned, ſo ſcrupulouſly exact in 
their verſion here, as not to allow themſelves 
the juſtifiable liberty of rendering it in the 
imperative; and the Chaldee in this, and I 
believe in all other places, (for in all that 
occur'd to me in a late examination of it ap- 
pearcd ſo) has followed the ſame method, 
which I cannot but think greatly to the cre- 
dit of both, but can no more conceive this, 
than any of the other of the reſemblances the 
wicked diligence of this author has found be- 
tween them, any proof that ours was tran- 

ſlated from thence inſtead of the original 
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The paſſage 3 in the Hebrew 1s, 


rn vor Wa 
© 2 ERR Dr 
We Have tranſlated it, 


They loked upon him and were li gene, 
Ws their Faces © were not aſhamed.” 


The Septuagent, 


Ip o Herre po ea uro Xu gorie er. 
Ka, ra TPOTWTE ü- 1 fe Leracguöde. 


And Apollinarius gives it, 


OTEUTETE 61 TENAT 2, va, 7 Opec cy ver Aa, 
Go wpNT0 ov tl Aufna TE pH O. | 


Neither of which, are indeed literal tran- 
{lations of the Hebrew, but the learned reader 
will I doubt not find our own abſolutely pre- 
ferable to the others, as they make it neceſſary 
to alter a word more in the original. 

In his obſervations on the 18th verſe of 3 
the 49th Pſalm, For «while he lived be countel 
25 F a happy. man, and fo long as thou deft 'Y 
well unto thyſelf, men coil ſpeak good of thee; _ 
He finds that many of the old interpreters 
tranſlate it, and he will thank thee when thou 
doeft good to him, which he ſeems to think 
muck? better ſenſe in this place; but I muſt 
needs tell him, that he ſeems neither to have 
conſulted the context nor the original in 
forming this raſh conjecture, and that if he 
had been guided by theſe, the only 5/34 

guid CS, 


. 
guides, we ſhould have been ſpared both 
this and a great part of the reſt of his criticiſms. 
The words in Hebrew are v5 322715 TIv1 
and they will extol thee when thou are be- 
neficent to thyſelf. The verſe before it, 
For he ſhall carry nothing away with him when 
be dieth ; neither fhall bis pomp follow him; 
and that after it, He ſhall follow the genera- 
tion of bis Fathers, and ſhall never ſee light ; 
and putting the whole of this together, 
where is the uncommon obſervation this 
great determiner of the ſenſe of ſcripture, is 
ſo fond to think of? or what the neceſſity 
of looking into interpreters, in order to cor- 
rect and amend the text? The inſpired 
writer has been ſpeaking of the rich, and en- 
couraging thoſe in leſs affluent ſtations, by 
obſerving, that ' though riches can do many 
things, they cannot do the greateſt and moſt 
material. There be ſome that put their 
truſt in their goods, and boaſt themſelves 
in the multitude of their riches; but no 
man may deliver his brother, nor make 
agreement unto God for him, for it coſt 
more to redeem their ſouls.” And after- 
wards in this place, adds his account of the 
end of the rich in this ſenſe, Be not thou 
uneaſy at another's riches or honours, for at 
his death he ſhall carry none of theſe things 
with him, nor ſhall any part of his grandeur 
follow him. While he lived, indeed, he in- 
dulged himſelf in every pleaſure, and did all 

Fi things 
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things to make himſelf 1 and happy in 
this world; and if thou takeſt the ſame 
methods, if thou art thus provident for, 5 
bounteous to thyſelf, men will admire an 
extoll thee as a 3 man. But conſider, 
death muſt ſoon put a ſtop to all theſe en- 
joyments, and he muſt follow his fathers to 
the grave. 

This is evidently the ſenſe of the Pfalmiſt, 
and this our tranſlation exactly expreſſes; 
the obſervation it contains, is no other than 
obvious and juſt, and the moral it inculcates 
truly noble, and worthy the inſpired au- 
thor ; why then could not this writer be 
content with it? why mult he be for alter- 
ing both the (tranſlation and the original, 
but to ſerve his own fixed aim through 
his whole work? Had the. knowing the 
true ſenſe of the ſcripture been his intent, he 
might nave found more ſatisfaction in the 
ſolution of one of his own countrymen, 
biſhop. Hare, than in all the oſtentation of 
learning to be met with among a thouſand 
criticks. And what moſt ſtrongly argues the 
wickedneſs of his heart i is, that he ſoon af- 
terwards ſhews he was well acquainted with 

the works of that author, and cou'd quote 
him where he had made a modeſt gueſs at a 
poſſible error in the print; though confu- 
ſion, and not explanation being his expreſs 
baſinels, he found it improper to know any 

thing of him on. this occaſion, _ 
| That 
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That our verſion therefore ſpeaks the 
very ſenſe of the original is my moſt firm 


opinion, and I believe any impartial perſon 
who will conſider the Hebrew, 


1% wa Ih 
and take the whole ſentence of the ſeptua- 
gint together, will be perfectly of the ſame 


opinion. 
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In his note on the 1ſt verſe of the 83d 
Pſalm, he obſerves that the antient tranſla- 
tors made it inſtead of, Hold not thy ton 
O God ; --- O God who is like unto thee ; and 
would needs infer thence, that the text was 
originally very different from what we find 


it at preſent. It may not be improper for 


once to obſerve that the pompous ſound of 
the antients in general, or a long detail of 
names of writers of the ſame opinion, tho' 
it ſeems a great ſanction, yet will appear of 


much leſs weight, when we confider that 


the 
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the greater number of theſe, abſolutely take 
things upon truſt from one another, and that 
this may often reduce his cloud of witneſſes, 
to perhaps not more than one or two ori- 
ginal names. But in the preſent caſe, ſup- 

ſe the whole world had joined in tranſlat- 
ing this, O God, who is like unto thee, except 
ourſelves, and we had made it, Hold not thy 
tongue, 2 God; what ought a judicious 
and well-meaning expoſitor to do in ſuch a 
caſe, but to have recourſe to the context, 
and to the original? the following words are 
Keep not till filence,, Refrain not thyſelf, for 
lo mine enemies make a murmuring, &c. what 
connection can theſe have with the ſenſe 


our critick would give us here, or what has 


the tranſcendent excellence of the ſacred ma- 
jeſty of God, to do with David's complaint 
againſt the murmuring of his enemies, or 
his humble entreaty cf not keeping filence ? 
Here certainly is no connection with, O 
God, Tho 1s lige unto thee, But according to 
our own tranſlation, the whole is perfectly 
of a piece, and one continued earneſt prayer 
of the Pſalmiſt's, Hold not thy tongue, O Gd! 
keep not ſtill js Hlence ! reſrain not thyſelf, O God, 
for lo mine enemies murmur, &c. The con- 
text therefore is clearly on our ſide, and the 
expreſs words of the original are, D 
SON which can poſſibly admit of no 


other tranſlation but, O God, be not falent. 
Much 


(33) 

Much the ſame judgment ought to be 
paſſed on his note on the ſecond verſe of the 
86th Pſalm, which we tranſlate literally 
from the Hebrew, Preſerve thou my ſoul, for 
Jam holy; and which he would perſwade us 
ſhould be, For thou art holy, I cannot but 
obſerve, that if the pfalmiſt meant to petition 
the Almighty here, from one of his own ſa- 
cred attributes ; it would certainly have been 
from that moſt intereiting one on ſuch oc- 
caſion, his mercy.; and that if he had meant 
to have apply'd the epithet to God, he would 
have ſaid, Preſerve thou my. foul, for thou art 
merciful; but this, the Hebrew can by no 
means be made to ſignify, nor if it could, 
would it be any thing like ſo ſuitable to the 
context, as what our verſion gives, which 
makes it one continued prayer of the Pſal- 
miſts, as in the caſe before, Preſerv? thou 

my foul for Tam holy ; my God, ſave thy ſer- 
vant that putteth his truſt in thee. 

Theſe impartial examinations of a few of 
the texts this author choſe to criticiſe upon, 
may ſerve to ſhew how very little reaſon he 
has had in regard to evident ſenſe or ſound 
learning, to aim at alterations in them ; 
and would it not be tedious to the reader, 
little leſs might be added in regard to all the 
reſt, ſome few only excepted, in which the 
antient criticks are generally and perhaps 
juſtly allowed to have great merit in gueſling 

at 
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at words, poſſibly by the error of a letter 
altered in the copies; and a much greater 
number which are perfectly inſignificant, 
a nd concerning which it is, therefore, a thing 
of no conſequence whether they are true or 
falſe. Be it obſerved therefore on the whole, 
that alterations of any kind in regard to the 
texts of the ſacred ſcriptures, if authoriz d by 
the conjectures of any of the criticks, were 
whether alter'd for the better or the worſe, in 
one ſenſe equally for this author's purpoſe, as 
they ſerved to puzzle and perplex the minds 
of the unlearned ; and tended to inculcate the 
favourite and fundamental doctrine of the 
little dependence to be placed in the Engliſb 
Bible. For this reaſon, and to give a face of 
value to his work, It is to beacknowledged, 
that he has inſerted ſome conjectures that do 
honour not only to the learning, but to the 
good and honeſt intent of the authors of 
them ; but theſe alas! are few, and I wiſh an 
impartial examination wonld give me leave to 
ſay, they were urged with the ſame zeal 
and earneſtneſs with the reſt, 5 
The generality of readers indeed may perhaps 
be far from ſuſpecting the latent miſchiefs 
in many of the treatiſes of the authors of 
this kind; their common method is to put on 
a fair face of reaſon and impartiality, to give 
among their miſchief, many things abſolutely 
indifferent; and ſome perhaps really honeſt and 
good. Theſe lead even an innocent reader on, 

and 


(35) 
and *tis/enough for their turn, if but one or 
two of their ſtrongeſt” arguments take place 
in favour of their cauſe ; from thoſe of this - 
- fort they draw no concluſions, and in general 
affirm nothing, but ſlyly lead the reader to 
make his applications for himſelf, firſt care- 
fully biaſing him which way they ſhall bend. 
Nor is this all, the writers of this kind are poſ- 
ſeſſed of a yet deeper cunning; they play the 
game as people call it, into one anothers hands; 
one writes, and another applies; and we have 
already a pamphlet publickly talk'd of, in 
which the author proves from the ſolid cri- 
ticiſms of this impartial writer, as he is pleaſed 
to expreſs himſelf, every thing that theſe 
moſt daring attacks upon the ſcriptures can't 
bear out, 
But of all parts of this writer's attempt 
to corrupt our underſtandings, none is ſure 
ſo hateful, none ſo ſhocking to the chii- 
ſtian reader, as the indecent freedom, and 
even impious boldneſs with which he at- 
_ tweks ſuch parts of the ſacred ſcriptures, as 
either made the moſt ſtrongly againſt his 
principles, or ſuch as the wicked ſubtilties 
of men more. full of learning than judg-' _ 
ment, had made the ſubject of their random 
gueſſes, and licentious criticiſms before. In 
regard to the firſt of theſe, the ſupport of 
his cauſe has ever urged him to fall upon 
them with an uncommon malignity, and 
the others have not failed of, at leaſt all 
9 5 . that 
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that has been hitherto objected to them, as 
the confounding us with an opinion of the; 
uncertainty of a belief in the ſcriptures; is 
one great end with him, and may, 
he is very ſenſible, - be more ſerv'd by this: 
method, than by all his criticiſms ; they at- 
tack ſingle verſes, or parts. of verſes only, 
but by this method he 1s caliraying be 
1 nay whole books at once. | 

In page 79, he with great — eines 
us at large the ſuſpicion of another author, 
that the laſt chapter of St. John's Goſpel is 
a forgery, not written by the evangeliſt, 
whoſe name it bears, but added afterwards 
to that book, as the ſame critick allo tells 
us, the laſt chapters of Deuteronomy and Fo- 
ſoua; in the Old Teſtament were; and tho? 
he is kind enough to give us the defence of 
it, that another author has attempted, yet 
he takes care to tell us, that he is very ſen- 
fible the firſt was in the right? and pro- 
bably would not have allowed the ſecond. 
a place, but that he was very ſenſible he 
could, as he thought, overbear it; and that 
even in that defence, there was a ſort of 
reflection upon this whole goſpel, which in 
ſome degree favour'd his general ſcheme of 
proving the impurity and W of the 
ſcriptures. 

In regard to the ſacred books of che old 
Teſtament, he vehemently endeavours to 
prove, that they can no way be of + | 

2 uſe 
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- uſe-to us neither in the original, that ex- 
cellent verſion of the Septuagint, nor of all 
things in the Latin vulgate, or our ow 
Engh:/h tranſlations. 4 

In one place, preſuming to alter the 
end of a verſe in the Pſalms, from, We 
bring our years to an end like a tale that is 
told, into, Our years are waſted like a Spider”'s 
web; he takes occaſion from what he is 
bold enough to call without any certain 

ground the corruptions of this verſe, to la- 
ment the poor remains of the antient 
Hebrew language, infinuating that it is im- 
poſſible to judge with certainty of the origi- 
nal text of the Bible for want of a farther 
knowledge of, and more books written in 
at, | | | 

In the very next page, he talks in his uſual 

indecent language of the ſenſeleſs words of 
the Septuagint ; long before this he has 
accus'd the: vulgate of giving a tranſlation 
which, as he is pleaſed to expreſs himſelf, is 
neither good Latin nor good ſenſe. And 
our Engliſb tranſlation is throughout his 
treatiſe, charged . with ſuch monſtrous er- 
rors, that if we are to follow his opinion 
it is very evident no ſort of dependance 
can be had on any part of it. 

But the ſevereſt of all his aſſaults is upon 
the epiſtles of St. Paul. He was wiſe 
enough to know, that theſe contained 
ſo many expreſs declarations, ſo many plain 

| proofs. 
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any poſfibility of cavilling at ſuch a number of 


(386 
proofs of the divinity of our bleſſed Lord nai 
Saviour, that there would be no arguing) 
in his common way againſt them all; nor 


correſpondent paſſages, and theſe where the 


original was a language ſo well underſtood 


by numbers of people. What then was 


to be done here ? why ſince he found it 


impoſſible to attack the ſingle texts with any 
probability of ſucceſs, he determined to fall 
upon the whole at once, and endeavour to 
invalidate every thing contained in that 
great and uſeful part of of the New Teſta 
ment. 

To this purpoſe he has adopted the op i- 


nions. of ſome bold men, who have . * 


to queſtion the authentickneſs of thoſe books; 
and endeavouts to prove that St. Paul was 
not the author of them, but that they were 


_ written by ſome one who apparently did not 


even underſtand. the Hebrew language, but 


made all his quotations from the Old Te- 


ſtament, not from the original Hebrew, but 
from the Septuagint verſion; and impiouſly 
adds, that if his citations in Greek were 
to be examined and compared with the 
original Hebrew, all his arguments on thoſe 


points, would be diſcovered to have no 


foundation at all. 

A heavy charge upon. the holy. Apoſtle, 
and ſuch as while we believe him the au- 
thor of thoſe epiſtles, we muſt declare im- 
| poſſible 
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poſſible to be true. As this writer has ſo 
boldly affirmed it however, and the con- 
ſequences that muſt follow the proof or re- 
futation of it, are of the utmoſt importance 
to the cauſe of our holy religion, it may not 
be improper here-to enquire into the truth. 
It is to be obſerv'd, in the firſt place, that 
whatever this author may pretend, the diffe- 
rences between the Septuagint and original 
Hebrew, are very far from being either very 
many or very great. 

Wherever there are any, I am very ready 
to allow, that not only in ſome of them, 
but in all as far as J have hitherto ſearched, 
the Greek of the Septuagint, and the 
Greek of St. Paul, are not only alike, but 
are in the very ſame words; and that where 
the Septuagint differs from the Hebrew, St. 


Paul will be found to differ from it alſo. 


This is plainly the truth, and this is that 
truth upon which this wicked imputation 
on the genuineneſs of St. Paul's Epiſtles is 
founded. But When we come to conſi- 
der chronology and the nature of things, it 
is a much more natural concluſion from all 
this, inſtead of St. Paul's quoting the Sep- 
tuagint, to determine that that followed 
St. Paul's tranſlation of the Hebrew in all 


thoſe paſſages they found quoted from it 


in his writings; this is moſt evidently the 


(49) 
truth, and this the reaſon of their corref- 
ponding ſo exactly together. | 

This ſubtile writer of ours, determined 
| however never to be without a refuge in all 
extremities, has taken care, in caſe the fal. 
lacy of his argument ſhould be detected, 
and the authentic genuineneſs of theſe epi- 
ſtles of the holy Apoſtle allowed, in ſpite 
of all that the malice of fch e. 
criticiſms could urge againſt them, that we 
yet ſhall not be without ſome ground of 
ſuſpicion of them, as we now read them; 
and as the loſs of the language they are 
written in cannot ſerve him, is wicked 
enough to ſuſpect St. Athanaſius, Chryſoſtom, 
Jerom, and the reſt of the fathers, thoſe 
great Saints as he calls them in derifion, 
of effacing ſo many of the Apoſtle's words 
as plainly pointed out their crimes. - ' 

The reader will pardon me, that I can- | 
not think ſo wicked and ſo unnatural an 
accuſation as this, and that founded on the 
bare ſuſpicion only of one envious and parti 
man, worthy any anſwer. 5 

I ſhall, conclude my obſervation on this 
part of our author's treatiſe, with remarking, 
that if we conſider his emendation of the 
tranſlation of the fifth and ſixth verſes of the 
141ft pſalm, in which he had collected the 
opinions of the antients with more than 
ordinary care, in its proper light; it will 


be found a ſpecimen, if 1 may fo call it, of 
a nei 


$1Y 
Wo new. Bible, which would. ſet us quite at 
eaſe, by leaving us ſcarce a word of the 
old. What gur tranſlation gives, Let the 
righteous rather ſinite me friendly and re- 
' prove me, but let not their precious balms 
break my head. He makes, Let the righte- 
dus tnſtrutt me in mercy and reprove me e 
255 oil of ihe wicked ſhall not anoint my 
Cl. 

Having 2906 through the taſk ben 
of diſputing the certainty of the ſacred ſerip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament, and as far as 
poſſible, endeayouring to invalidate its teſti- 
monies as we at preſent read it; the author 

oceeds to what too plainly appears the 
— of his Whole work, the attacking, 
by means of forc'd applications of ſome 
paſſages of the New Teſtament, what he 

is pleaſed to call the doctrine of the Trinity, 
and boldly repreſent as a compoſition of 
human conceits, impartially drawn from 
ſcripture, and moſtly the creatures of ima- 

gination formed by vain men. 
I believe it has been pretty generally 
obſerved, and that alas with but too much 
juſtice, that what has of late been called 
diſputing the doctrine of the trinity, has 
been in reality nothing more or leſs than 
the denying the divinity of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour; the world has anche vs with too 
many people. unhappily of this turn in the 
eng ages of , but it is a me- 
| F * 
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lan choly obſervation, that they were never 
more frequent than at this time. 

Theſe men were ever ſenſible from the 
beginning of their fatal hereſy, and will al- 
ways continue to be ſo, that while the ſa- 
cred ſcriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment are made the rule of our faith, and 
ſtandard teſt to appeal to, their doctrines 
could never obtain credit in the world; 
and have therefore, the cuningeſt of them at 


leaſt, been always ſlyly endeavouring to in- 
validate their teſtimonies. Their great pa- 


tron Socinus plainly foreſeeing that the ſcrip- 
tures in many places abſolutely contradicted 
all he was for advancing, and affirmed 
every article he had to deny in regard to 
our bleſſed Saviour, ſet out with the v 
ſcheme this author is ſo fond of, of invali- 
dating their evidence; he has even had the 
boldneſs to ſay, that ſhould there be found 
ſome places of ſcripture, wherein it is ex- 
preſfsly written, that God was made man, or 
did aſſume human fleſh, they ſhould not 
be underſtood to mean what the words 
expreſs, ſince that is altogether repugnant 
to the divinemajeſty, but would require to be 
expounded in ſuch manner as that by figures 
not utterly unufual in ſpeech, a fitter mean- 
ing might appear to us, T. I. p. 714. And 
in another place, if not only once, but often 
it ſhould be written in the ſacred ſeri ptures, 
7 bat * made ſatisfattion t God for our 


* 
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fins, I would not therefore, ſays he, believe 
gat the matter is ſo as you imagine, p. 204. 

and in another, he affirms that any, even 
the greateſt force is to be us'd with words; 
rather than they ſhould be taken in the ob- 
vious ſenſe, when they treat of ſuch things, 

F 425. 

IJ cannot but do our author the juſtice to 
obſerve, that he has boldly put in practice 
theſe 'admonitions of his great maſter ; but 
I would aſk them both, why a gracious and 
amerciful God, who delivered us theſe ſacred 
treaſures, as the oracles of his will and 
guides of our actions, ſhould declare them 
to us in words that did not mean what his 
infinite wiſdom muſt foreknow we ſhould 
eſteem their plain and obvious ſenſe ? 

Our reaſon will not permit us to think 
_ otherwiſe, than that theſe were written to 
be underſtood, and that their moſt plain 
and obvious, is therefore ever their true ſenſe ; 
I ſpeak of the plain aſſertions and poſitive 
doctrines contained in thoſe ſacred books, 
and theſe every where inform us that Chriſt 
is God : all the creeds and rules of faith 
laid down by the fathers of chriſtianity, affirm 
the ſame thing, and require an abſolute belief 
in it, as the firſt and fundamental doctrine 
of their religion ; and when after ſome ages 
diſputes and miſunderſtandings in regard to 
this fundamental truth were growing into 
Ghe world and dividing the church, expo- 

| * 2 ſitions 
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ſitions of it were made by oouncils, and 
by divers great men. Of all theſe the ful 
leſt, moſt expreſs, and withal moſt perfectly 


agreeable to the ſacred ſcriptutes, was that 
made very early in the church; and from 
its containing the doctrines of that body of 


chriſtians who were the followers of the ex- 


cellent St. Athanaſius, afterwards called 
the Atbanaſian Creed, as that of the enb- 
mies to theſe dodttites,: was called the 
Arian ; this excellent expoſition of the dock 
trine of the Trinity ſoon. became famous in, 
and generally received by the chriſtian 
churches, and every where looked on as 


Frida agreeable to the ſcriptures. 


That which is the merit of this Creed, . 
however, with true chriſtians, its being a 
juſt and expreſs expoſition. of the acted 


doctrine of the Trinity according to the 


ſcriptures, has made it of all others moſt 
odious to theſe men. They have ever been 
denying its authority, dupuibg its truth, 
and boldly cenſuring its author. Of all 
that have written on theſe ſubjects, none 


however have more artfully or more boldly 


attacked this excellent form of confeſſion . 
of faith, than the author of the treatiſe be- 
fore us; nay, not only the author of this 
Creed, but all the dignified clergy of the 
preſent, and of every age fince, of the 
orthodox opinions, are, by him together i in- 
a in the dreadful anathema of St. Paul, 
| in 


(45) 
in his epiſtle to the Galatians, pronounced 
againſt the teachers of new doctrines in chri- 
ſtianity. The paſſage is well known, and I 
believe very well underſtood by every body 
but this writer; St. Paul ſays, CHAP, i. 
8, 9. But though we or an angel from hea- 
ven preach any other goſpel unto you, than 
that. which ve have preached unto you, let 
bim be accurſed. As we ſaid before, ſo T ſay 
now again, If any man preach any other goſ- 
pet unto. you than that which ye have received, 
let: him be accurſed.” N * 
This writer is not ignorant that many au- 
thors underſtand this anathema, as pro- 
nounced againſt thoſe only who preach any 
thing, not other than, or different from, 
but -contrary to the goſpel of St. Paul, 
which ſenſe it is certain the original will 
bear; and which this author imaginarily 
overthrows, by ſuppoſing the words of St. 
Paul irrational, if accepted in ſuch a ſenſe. 
But this does not at all appear ſo to me, 
nor will, I preſume, - to any unprejudic'd 
perſon; the apoſtle, in the vehemence and 
ardour of his heart, cautioning his new con- 
verts againſt the believing in any new docs ' 
trines in religion from others, tells them, 
that even if himſelf, nay, even if an angel 
from heaven ſhould attempt it, they ſhould 
look upon him as accurſed. And whatever 
may be our author's opinion of its being ir- 
rational in St. Paul, to ſuppoſe himſelf ca- 
1 5 pable 
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capable of recanting and contradicting what 
he had before preached, it is ſurely much more 
improbable, that an angel from heaven 
ſhould be the author of hereſies in chriſtia- 
nity. The whole tenor of the ſentence there- 
fore does neither authorize nor contradict - 
one or the other way of tranſlating the 
paſſage, and is no more than an earneſt 
exhortation to them, never to receive any 
other doctrinee. 7 IR 
Our author is afterwards, for many pages 
together, vehemently earneſt in his applica- 
tion of this anathema; and by the unhap- 
py error of not diſtinguiſhing between 
ſameneſs and difference of things, between 
inventions of new doctrines, and the ex- 
planations of the old ones, endeavours to 
fix it upon the author of the Athanaſtan 
expoſition of the Creed, and upon every 


biſhop ſince his time; this he determines to 


be levelled againſt all new Creeds, as he 
ignorantly calls the explanations of the ori- 
ginal one, and all ſuch attempts of what he is 
pleaſed to call eccleſiaſtical ambition; and 


condemns any man of whatſoever dignity, 
who introduces a doctrine of his own in- 


vention, not taught by the apoſtles, nor re- 


corded in their writings, eſpecially if he 


lays it on the conſciences of men under the 
penalty of damnation, as guilty of what he 
calls fanatical impudence in taking the place 


«a4 3 . | 
- - 


(47) 

of Chriſt, and affirms that he deſerves to 
incur the anathema of St. Paul. 

There is no doubt but this author intended 
to make it plain to his readers by his penalty 
of damnation here, that the perſon he ac- 
cCuſes of fanatical impudence, and taking the 
place of Chrift, was the author of the Atha- 
nafian Creed, he afterwards indeed more plain- 
ly accuſes him in the like language of impi- 
ous preſumption; for having in open con- 
tempt and defiance of St. Paul's anathema, 
denounced by the ſpirit of God, . impos'd 
upon the minds of the faithful, various, per- 
plext and diſputable concluſions, and aſ- 
ſum'd God's authority, without his warrant 
for damning all his ſervants who queſtion or 
deny ſuch opinions; and leading chriſtians to 
pronounce ſentence of everlaſting damnation 
againſt millions of chriſtians as heunderſtands 
it, for unavoidable ignorance of ſome things, 
which, as he ſays, perhaps may not be at all 
warranted by ſcripture, pernaps not be true, 
or if true, yet not required of us to believe. 
Here the ſpirit of the author, and intent of the 
whole work appears at once, to this every 
thing before ſaid tended, and to what this 
tends is moſt plain. Thedivinity of our bleſſed 
Saviour, which theſe impious men diſallow, 
is ſtrongly eſtabliſhed in this excellent con- 
feſſion of faith; this therefore muſt be ſet 
aſide and condemned before any thing on 
their part can be eſtabliſhed, and as we are ſo 


happy 


(48) 
happy to have a elergy, and a number of 
biſhops, whoſe opinions are as juſt, and 
whoſe doctrines as ſtrict to the true chriſtian 
faith as thoſe of the author of this Creed, 


this bold diſputer of the facred truths, thinks 
he has done nothing in out-braving the 
Athanafian Creed, if he does not in the 
ſame manner deſtroy the ſtrength of their 
doctrines, Theſe he makes ſhort work 
with, by applying the anathema of St. Paul 
with equal juſtice to them alſo, and includ- 
ing in it all the paſtors and biſhqps of chri- 
ſtendom then preſent or to come, for I hope 
they are all equally guilty, as he will call 
it with the author of that Creed; and fo in- 
deed he plainly. eſteems them, exclaiming 
againſt them in theſe words, yet alas | in 
* what age or nation of chriſtendom, ever 
* ſince chriſtianity has been the reigning re- 
© ligion, have the biſhops. and teachers of 
* mankind ſtood in awe of this divine pro- 
© hibition, and abſtained from confounding 
* vulgar minds! and a little afterwards, 
adds, © I heartily wiſh the ſuperior clergy 
of the reformed churches, may not all 
have incurred his tremendous anathema,”; 
Heavy accuſations theſe indeed, hut I 
promiſe myſelf, the ſuperior clergy of this 
nation, inſtead of trembling at it, eſteem 
it their higheſt honour and their greateſt 
praiſe to be accuſed and hated by theſe. 

men. 1 TY C542. 360 bs 


Expreſs 


e 

Expreſs and ſevere indeed is the anathema 
pronounced by St. Paul againſt the preachers 

. of new doctrines; but the pious chriſtian is 
well convinc'd that neither theſe nor the 
Athanafian Creed advance any ſuch. No- 
thing can keep more ſtrictly to the ſcripture 
doctrine of the trinity, than this excellent ex- 
poſition of it ; and this miſtaken author 

} might as well have extended the anathema 
of St. Paul to every preacher for explain- 

ing other. parts of the ſcriptures, as to the 
author of the Athanafian Creed, for his 

- expoſition of thoſe which relate to the doc- 

trine of the ever bleſſed trinity. 5 
The damnatory clauſes, as they are called, 

at the end of that expoſition, have been for 
many ages the butt and ſubject of the malice 

of all this ſet of authors; and have been en- 
deavoured to be ſoftened, as it is called, by 
many excellent writers of our church; but 
ſurely there is no ground for the one, nor 
reaſon for the other of theſe. That Creed 
was meant as a full and expreſs expoſition | 
of the articles of our faith, and all that | 
concerned them; and ſurely when the ar- þ 
ticles themſelves have been explained, the 
conſequence of not believing them was 
©, equally neceſſary to be expreſsly declared 
as any other thing that regarded them, as 
nothing could be of more conſequence. The 
author of that form, therefore in the ſame 
ſtrong and expreſs ſtile in which he had de- 
. 8 liver'd 
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livered his expoſition of the ſacred myſteries, 
at the end of it declares eternal miſery 
the conſequence of not believing them : and 
whatever may have been the opinion of 
many wiſe and good men before me,' to me 
it appears ſo far from faulty in him to have 
denounced this fentence in ſuch expreſs 
terms, that I cannot but think he would 
have been highly blameable to have done 
any otherwiſe. To what purpofe could it 
be to give the true ſenſe of our Creed, and 
not to evince the abſolute neceſſity of our 
believing it? If the doctrines contained in 
that Creed are pure ſcripture, and pure chri- 
ſtian doctrines, as I think no true chri- 
ſtian can preſume to deny ; being the fun- 
damental articles of our profeſſion, they are 
neceſſarily to be believ'd as fuch; and if 
we expect to be ſaved as chriſtians, and by 
our faith in Chriſt, nothing can be a plainer 
conſequence than that, if we do not keep 
that faith whole and undefiled we cannot 
be ſaved, but muſt without doubt periſh 
everlaſtingly. The very perſons, many of 
them at leaſt, who have been ſo ſtartled 
at this ſentence, I am perſwaded would not 
have thought it at all ſtrange, or been ſur- 
priſed to have heard it faid in regard to the 
_ apoſtles creed, with reſpect to which it muſt 
be allowed even neceffarily true. And if, 
as It is plain there are no new doctrines con- 
tained in this expoſition of it, it muſt be 
| equally 
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equally true in regard to this; and if true, 
it was moſt proper, and even neceſſary that it 
ſhould be pronounc'd in the ſtrong, full 
and expreſs terms in which it is. 

Our author indeed boldly extends this 
ſentence of damnation in the Athanafian 
Creed to all who do not comprehend it, but 
this is equally unjuſt with moſt of his other 
accuſations, nothing of that kind being re- 


quired in that form: if he ſuppoſes it 
included in the command to believe it, and 


keep it whole and undefiled, I preſume it 
muſt be allowed to be equally included in 
the apoſtles creed, and ſcripture doctrine of 
the trinity, which are furely at leaſt as dif- 
ficult to be perfectly underſtood as this ex- 
planation of them. But no pious chriſtian 
need alarm or diſturb his conſcience 
with ſuch fears ; God, who knows our abi- 
lities, knows theſe things are a knowledge 
too high for us, and unto which we cannot 
attain, He will never require of us, that 
which he has not enabled us to do, and 
no where does require us to underſtand, 
though we are to believe theſe ſacred my- 
ſteries. | 
The doctrine of the bleſſed trinity, is aſ- 
ſuredly one of the greateſt myſteries in our 
holy religion, and whoever preſumes to ſpeak 
or write concerning it, ought to be in the 
higheſt degree careful, that not only his 
ideas, but the words alſo by which he ex- 
5 G 2 pPreſſes 


s 


Comer Es 


2 2 — —— — _ 


— 
—— 


. — 2 4 — 
7 — W 
. — — 


3 an 
* r 
9 an AE: 


His. BHP) 
a» Ss » 


PR TT — 


. Fs 
— — ® 2 
8 — - 2 - 


_ — — - — 


— _—_ SUD II ů — — — 


— I a 


3 


% K wy — — 3 2 4 
— — —— * . 
hy — * . 2 
= fog Bu * » 
_ * ——— _ 


(52) 


preſs them, are, as far as the nature of the 


ſubje& will allow, plain, clear, expreſs, and 
liable to no wrong ſenſe ; wholly agreeable - 
to the ſcriptures, and unexceptionable and 
inoffenfive in themſelves. Nothing can be 
more juſt than the great St. Auſtin's obſer va- 
tion on this occaſion, Nec periculofius alicubi 


erratur, nec laborigſius aliquid quæritur, lib. 


I, de trin. c. 3. How religiouſly exact the 
author of the Atbanaſian expoſition of the 


chriſtian faith has been in this particular, 


I flatter myſelf even the bittereſt enemies to 
the ſum and ſubſtance of that doctrine, he 
to their eternal confuſion ſo expreſsly de- 
ſcribes, cannot but allow ; and how ſhame- 
fully guilty of the contrary crime, how 
confufed and intricate in their ideas, and 
how vague and uncertain in their ſignification 
the words of the writers on the con- 
trary fide are, is notorious to all the world. 
I with alſo J could fay, that the addi- 
tional guilt of their expreflion ſtopped here, 
every pious chriſtian cannot but be ſtart- 
led with horror on reading their works, 
to find that their ideas cannot be more con- 


— 


tradictory to all the principles of our religion, 


than the language is indecent in which they 


expreſs them. | 3 
The author of the treatiſe before us, gives 
but too many ſhameful inſtances of a lan- 
guage too low for the meaneſt ſubject, 
which yet he dares to level at the W. 
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of the big heſt ang moſt ſacred of- all others. 
He is not — to profeſs this againſt the 
doctrine of the ſacred trinity, but weakly 
endeavours to ſkreen himſeſf from what 
every chriftian muſt ſee he merits, by an 
idle diſtinction between the belief in the tri- 
nity itſelf, and what he calls the doctrine 
of the trinity. I believe it very apparent 
to the world, that the clergy of the church. 
of England, know no doctrine of the tri- 
nity, but that delivered in the facred ſcrip- 
tures of the Old and New Teſtament, 
which they have endeavoured, to the utmoſt 
of their power, to explain as far as the 
nature of ſo myſterious a ſubje& would per- 
mit; and to aſcertain in ſuch a manner, as 
to exclude the i impious tenets and doctrines 
of theſe and the like bad men. The only 
new doctrine of the trinity I know of, if that 
can be called a doctrine on any ſubject, 
which directly tends to overthrow the very 
nature of the thing it treats of, is the doc- 
trine of theſe men themſelves, on this ſa- 
cred head; and the only crime of ours 
that occaſions all this rancour in them againſt 
it, is, that it for ever excludes all pretence 
to ſuch new ſyſtems. The firſt diſputes in 
matters of this kind, began about words ; and 
Calvin very juſtly and wiſely obſerv'd, in re- 
card to the cavillers at thoſe, that they had 
ever the poiſon of ſecret hereſies in their hearts. 
Expertus pridem ſum, ſays he, et quidem 
2 7 eptus | 
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Seprus quicunque de verbis pertinacius litigant - 


fovere: occultum virus, Inſt. lib. i. c. 2. The 


great clamour raiſed by theſe men againſt the 
Athanafian Creed, has been always in regard 
to the extra-ſcriptural terms made uſe of in 
it. But they ſeem to have made no difference 
between the words of an expoſition not be- 
ing in ſcripture, and being abſolutely contra- 
ry to ſcripture, as neither do they between 


every ſentence not being in ſo many words in 


the ſcripture articles of our faith, and being 
abſolutely different from thoſe articles: It is 
moſt plain to every impartial judge, that the 
extra-ſcriptural terms neceſſarily introduced 
into the Athangſian expoſition, are, though 
not in the ſcriptures, yet perfectly agreeable to 


them; and that whatever is delivered there, 
V hich is not found in ſo many words in ſcrip- 


ture, is not different from, but merely aclearer 
and more expreſs declaration only of our 
articles of faith, there more ſuccinctly deliver- 
ed; and it is eaſy: to conceive, that had theſe 
things been all delivered. in the ſame ex- 
preſs manner in the ſcriptures, there could 
have been no need of this elaborate and 
truely chriſtian expoſition, © 
It is well known the Arians, Socinians, &c. 
in all ages have been vehemently preſling the 
biſhops and fathers of the church, to uſe or ad- 
mit on theſe occaſions no other expreſſions, 
but exactly thoſe uſed in the ſcriptures; and 
the N is moſt plain, that as their doc- 
trines 


(55) 

trines were founded on ſome equivocation 
they had invented, in regard to the ſenſe and 
meaning of ſome of the ſcripture expreſ- 
fions, they dreaded to ſee them better ex- 
plained; and well knew their doctrines 
ſtood on ſo rotten 'a foundation, - that the 
various texts of ſcripture, compared, and 
explained, and confirmed in their true ſenſe 
and meaning by one another, muſt aſſuredly 

break through all their cobweb artifices. 
The limitations they would have ty'd the 
Church down to on this occafion, extended, 
if rightly conſidered, even to the preventing 
ſermons, or other explanations of any text, 
or vindication of it from the falſe interpre- 
tations themſelves, or others equally wicked, 
had dared to put upon it. But the friends 
of true religion were not to be thus frighten'd 
out of the duty they ow'd the ſacred tenets 
of it; they ever, on occaſion, have au- 
thoriz'd new terms and expreſſions, to de- 
tet and deſtroy the frauds of ſubtile here- 
ticks, and in the choice of theſe, were ever 
careful to make them ſuch as the ſcriptures 
would warrant, and ſuch as could not be 
conſtrued into expreſſing a new faith, but 
a full and more determinate declaration of 

the old. | 
The Socinians great argument to deny the 
divinity of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, is, 
that the perſon of the Father is called in 
{cripture the only true God; and this * 
| title 
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title they affitm to be an eſſential attribute 
diſtinguiſhing the eſſence of God the Fa- 
ther, from the Son and the Holy Ghoſt; 
and therefore excluding thou two other 
perſons of the bleſſed trinity, from a claim 
to the Godhead, But it is evident from 
ſcripture, that no ſuch ſenſe can be juſtly put 
on thoſe words; but that this peculiar title 


of the Father, is a perſonal attribute and 


prerogative, only diſtinguiſhing the - perſon 
of the Father from the Son and the Holy 


Ghoſt, but not dividing their eſſence, 


St. Athanafius no body I believe will 
ſuſpe& of doubting the divinity of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, yet he ſeruples not to call the 


father, A de, ors proves ayernroc, xy fL0v05 


Ty Oeormrocg, Yet the ſame great man 
ever ſpeaks of God the F ather and God the 
Son as one, ey Th gow tv T1 Gebr. One 
in nature, one 1n Godhead. | 

If we are to believe the ſcriptures, the di- 


vinity of our bleſſed Saviour, is a point as 


clear, as certain, and as indiſputable as 
words can make it, The writers of the 
New Teſtament, it is plain from a thouſand 
inſtances, ever eſteemed it ſo, and every one 


who reads both the New and Old, with 


any degree of attention, will find the aſſer- 


tion countenanced by fo many different and 
expreſs paſſages, that it muſt appear to him 
PINE: to doubt it. 


| Here 
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Here therefore lies the reaſon of that at- 
tempt of the moſt cunning of theſe authors, 

to invalidate the teftimonies of thoſe ſacred 
writings, the books of the Old Teſtament. 
It might perhaps, at firſt view, or to a leſs 
accurate obſerver, ſeem. a matter of little 
conſequence in their doctrine, what were 
the expreſs declarations of thoſe facred 
pages, ſince the perſon of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour 1s there only mentioned in prophe- 
cies and other paſſages of that kind, But if 

we are to pay that regard all chriſtians ought 
to the inſpired writers of the New Teſta- 
ment, we ſhall find that many things 
which may not at firſt. plainly appear ſo in 
the Old, are ſpoken of the ſecond perſon in 
the eternal and ever bleſſed trinity, and 
moſt evidently prove from the mouth of 
God himſelf, the Godhead of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. : 
Theſe things, though many pious chri- 
ſtians might not have fo carefully obſerved ;- 
theſe enemies to chriſtianity were well 
aware of the force of, and therefore have N 
ever made it their great attempt to invalidate, f 
without declaring why, the certainty of the . i 
words of thoſe ſacred books. The divinity of A 
our bleſſed Saviour, is the point theſe cunning 4 
men diſpute and deny; and for the ſetting j 
right, if it be poſſible, the numbers who 
at this time are ſo unhappily falling into 
their errors, it may be no unacceptable 
ng H task 


VVV 
taſk to examine here ſome of the texts in the 
Old Teſtament, which clearly prove that 
fundamental doctrine of our holy religion: 


for as there even are almoſt as numerous teſti- 


monies of it there, as in the New, and thoſe 
molt full, expreſs, and unqueſtionable. 
There is no book of the Old Teſtament, 
in which the divine attributes are more ex- 
preſsly deſcribed, or the glory and majefty of 
God more nobly expreſſed, than by the Pfal- 
miſt in the 68th Pfalm, How gloriouſſy does 
he there deſcribe the great creator of the uni- 
verſe, the God of J/rael, going forth before 
his people. O God, when thou wenteſt forth 
before the people, when thou wenteſtt hrough the 
2o:Idernefs, the earth ſhook, and the Heavens | 
dropped at the preſence of God, who is the 
God of Iſrael. What can be a more mag- 
nificent idea of God, than what the Pſalmiſt 
here deſcribes ! In other parts of the ſame 
Pſalm, the facred penman calls him alſo 
God in his holy habitation, the God that rides 
upon the Heavens, the God who ſcattered kings 
for the fake of his people, whoſe chariots were 
 ehouſands of Angels. None can diſpute here the 
_ deſcription of the majeſty of very God, and 
yet the ſucceeding words plainly prove, that 
all this 1s pen of the perfon 15 our blefſed 
Saviour; for the Pfalmiſt continues, Thou 
Lora, thou God of Iſrael, art gone up on high, ' 
| rbou h as led captivity captive, and received 
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orfts from men, yea even from thine enemies, 
hs A Lord Gil mi oght Joon among them. 

No one, I believe, will preſume to doubt 
that theſe laſt words are ſpoken of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour : it is moſt plain and evident that 
they are fo, and the holy apoſtle St. Paul 
confirms it in his epiſtle to the Epbeſians, 
chap. iv. ver. 7 and 8. But unto every one 
of us is given grace, according to the mea- 
fure of the gift of Chriſt. Wherefore: he 
ſaith, When he aſcended up on high, he led 


captivity captive, &c, And afterwards aſ- 


certains this in an indifputable manner to the 
perfon of our bleſſed Saviour, by explain- 


ing the meaning of the pſalmiſt, and in- 
forming us, that this going up on high, was 


the reſurrection and aſcenſion of our Lord. 


alſo deſcended firſt into the lower parts of the 
earth, He that deſcended, is the ſame that 


| alſo aſcended up far above all the heavens, 


© \ 3 I * r e Ms 
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ard yr TW GUPGVHU, No wonder that all 


the rhetoric and ſubtility therefore of thoſe 


men who diſpute the divinity of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, ſhould be bent to inva- 
lidate the certainty of teſtimonies like theſe 
of the Pſalmiſt, who here evidently and ex- 
preſsly makes our Lord and Saviour, God 
the Son, the very God, the God of 1/rael. 

Nor is this grand aſſertion of God the 
Son, the ſecond perſon of the ever bleſſed 
ä H 2 trinity, 


Nou that he aſcended, what is it, but that he 
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trinity, being continually known. in the Old 


Teſtament as the God of Iſrael, ſtrengthened 
with this proof alone, though this alone 
would plainly have been ſufficient : numerous 
other texts may be brought to prove it. 

The Lord Jebovab, the God againſt 
whom the Iſraelites murmured 1 in the wil- 


derneſs, and whom they tempted in the de- 


ſert ; whoth alſo the Pſalmiſt calls the 


Lord a great God, and a great king above 
all Gods, chap, xcv. ver. 3. The Lord our 
maker, before whom we are to Fneel, and 


whom we are to worſhip, ver. 6. is alſo evi- 
dently our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. The 
account in the book of Numbers, chap. xxi. 

ver. 5. And the people ſpake againſt Gad and 
againſt Moſes, wherefore have ye brought us 


wp out of Egypt to die in the wilderneſs for 


there is no hread; neither is there any water, 
end our foul hatheth this Ii ght bread. And 
the Lord ſent fiery ſerpents among the people, 
and they bit the people, and much of the people 
of Iſrael died 


No. one, I believe, will preſume to doubt. 


the divinity of the almighty Agent here de- 


{ſcribed ; and yet the ſame holy apoſtle de- 
terminately {Ber this to have been the 
Lord Chriſt, 1 Cor. x. 9. Neither let us 


tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them alſo tempted, 


and were dt ftroyed of ferpents, pende CLOTE 
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Theſe things may ſtand therefore as moſt. 
clear and evident proofs, that God ſo often in 


the Old Teſtament, called by the name of 


the God of Jſrael, was underſtood by thoſe 
who had a much more certain knowledge of 
the true meaning of the ſacred ſcriptures of 
the Old Teſtament, than all the learning 
we can boaſt can give us, as a name proper 


to denote the nature and effence, the true 


divinity of our blefſed Lord and Saviour : 
And a ſtrict attention to thoſe ſacred writ- 
ings, will indeed moſt clearly and evidently 


ſhew, us, that if we will form our ideas 


of God, according to what he has been 


pleaſed to reveal to us concerning himſelf 
in the ſcriptures, we muſt ever admit the 


Son the ſecond perſon of the ever bleſſed 
Trinity, as well as the third into our idea 
i 

The ſacred ſcriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment inform us, that God is jealous of his 
honour, that he will have a name which he 


will poſſeſs alone, and a glory which he 
will not give to another. And they ſhall 
know that thou. whoſe name is Jehovah, 
art only the moſt higheſt over all the earth, 
Pſal. Ixxxiii. 18. I am the Lord, that is 


my name, and my glory will I not give to 


another, Iſa. xlii, 8. And yet the fame 


{criptures, it is evident in many places, at- 
tribute this name, and this glory to our 


Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, The con- 


ſequence 


ʒ2— —_——_ 


Creator of the earth, the God of 


be more evident than the almighty _— 


| Cw) | 
ſequence af this is not to be miſunderſtood, is 
and eaſy; that if God the father, the 

Iſrael, will 
poſſeſs this glory and this name alone, and 
will not give them to another, and yet t 

are found moſt frequently attributed to God 
the fon, the redeemer af the world, in the 
very writings inſpired by this jealous God; 
then this ſecond perfon of the bleſſed 
Trinity, 'this God the fon cannot be another, 
but is and muſt be one and the fame with 
God the father, the Tame leave, and the 


: ume Godhead. 


The Pſalmiſt in a 20598 Plalm, offers 
up an earneſt prayer to God, to the God 
whom he diſtinguiſhes as the creator of. the 
are and the eternal Lord of all things. 

Q my Gal, take me nat away in tle midft 
of mine age : as for thy years, th ' endure 
throughout all generations.” Thou, Lord, in 
the boy ginning, haſt laid the: foundations of che 
earth, and the heauens are the. worte of 
thy hands; they ſhall periſh, but thou: ſhalt 
endure'; they: fhall wax-old as:doth a garment, 
and as a veſture ſhalt thou change them, and 


X they ſhall be chang ; but thou” art. the ſame; \ 


and thy years ful not fail, Nothing can 


eternity and Godhead. of the being, to 


whom the Pfalmiſt here offers up his 
prayers. And it is equally. plain, that the 


_ Ons: St. Paul . chat Godhead. 


to 
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to be Chriſt, (peaking of whoſe nature 
and divinity, Heb, i. 10, 11, 12. he 
repeats theſe very words of David, and ex- 
preſsly determines them to have been ad- 
dreſſed by the Pſalmiſt to God the ſon; 
and a little before introduces the ſame in- 
ſpired writer, as ſaying of him, Thy feat, 
O God, endureth for ever, &c. Pal. xlv. 7. 

The prophets, we may alſo find, were 
no mere backward than the Pſalmiſt, . in 
attributing the name and glory of God to 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, and that in 
as expreſs, as full and unqueſtionable terms. 
Jaiah vi. 1. He ſays, J ſaw the Lord fot- 


ting upon a throne high and exalted, above 
it ſtood the Seraphims, and cried one unto 


another, and ſaid, Holy! holy! holy ts the 
Lord of Hoſts, - the whole earth is oY of 
bis glory. ls it poſſible to conceive that the 
Prophet here meant to deſcribe any thing leſs 
than God ? aſſuredly no; the Lord of Hoſts, 
the God of Iael, the infpirer of that ſacred 
viſion, and of all the other parts of the Old 
Teſtament, was alone meant to be deſcribed 


here by the Prophet. Yet the holy evan- 


geliſt Saint John expreſsly affirms, That 
Chriſt is the Lord of - Hoſts here mentioned, 
Chap. xii. ver. 41. "Theſe things - ſaid 
_ Efaias, when he ſaw- his glory and ſpake of 

n! 
I The fame inſpired writer afterwards, Chap. 
-  xIvili; yet more expreſsly declares; The Lord 
2. | Chriſt, 


3 (64) 
3 Chrift, the Sauiour of the world, to be the very 
| God, the Lord of Hoſts fo named throughout 
| _ the Old Teſtament, ver. 18, For thus faith 
| the Lord that created the Heavens, God 
himſelf that formed the Earth and made it, 
and afterwards,* I the Lord, and there is 
no God elſe beſide me; a juſt God and a Sa- 
viour, there is none befide me; look unto me 
and be ye ſaved all the ends of the earth, 
for I am God, and there is none elſe. 1 
| '  bave ſworn by myſelf, the word is gone out 
of my mouth in righteouſneſs, and ſhall not 
return, That unto me every knee ſhall bow, 
c. and theſe words are plainly applied to 
our Lord and Saviour in the epiſtle of St. 
| Paul to the Romans, Chap. xiv. ver. 10, 
| 11. We ſhall all ſtand before the judgment 
| feat of Chriſt, for it is written, as 1 live 
| faith the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, 
| and every tongue ſhall confeſs to God. 
| The Prophet Haggai ſpeaking of God 
| under the ſame appellation; Chap. ii. ver. 6. 
Þ lays, For thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Yet 
once it is a little while, and I will ſhake the 
t heavens and the earth, and the ſea, and 
the dry land, and IT will ſhake all na- 
| tions. I believe no body ever doubted, but 
the Prophet here meant God, by the Lord 
of Hoſts ; and St. Paul in his epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, Chap. xii. ver, 26. declares this 
to have been ſpoken of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whoſe voice then ſhook the earth; but 
no 


-' 8) 
now he hath. promiſed, ſaying, Yet once 
more I ſhake not the earth only, but alſo 


heaven. Where it cannot but be acknow- 
ledged, that the Holy Ghoſt declares Chriſt, 
Vo is hereafter to ſpeak to us from heaven, 
to be very God, the God of T1ſ-ael, who 
before ſpake to Moſes on the mount. 
The people who at this time impiouſly 
deny the divinity of our bleſſed Saviour, are 
hardy enough to aſſert, that himſelf never 
while on earth, declared that he was 
God, or taught his diſciples to believe it of 
him; aſſertions, which though both equally 
audacious and falſe, yet they pretend to 
to maintain, by diſputing the genuine ſenſe 
and letter of the plaineſt texts in which | 
they are - affirmed, Beſide thoſe in the 
goſpels, however which are what have al- 
ways been chiefly urged, and what they 
ſo boldly combat againſt, we have here 
many places of ſeveral of the diffe- 
rent epiſtles of St. Paul to the different 
churches, which prove that he ever eſ- 
teemed him God. It is not eaſy to con- 
ceive that St. Paul ſhould think other- 
wiſe of his great maſter, than as he had 
been. taught by himſelf to do, and as the 
Holy Ghoſt the ſpirit of truth directed 
him ; and he, we ſee, every where declares 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour to be God, 
the very Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael 
os „ e mentioned i 
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Lord and Saviour. e I Erd ee 
St. Jobn begins his goſpel, by declar- 


* - 


( 66.) 


and the prophets. 


mentioned throughout the books of — 


This conſideration alone, if rightly weigh- 


ed, ought ſurely to be judg'd ſufficient to de- 
termine and fix the eternal truth of the 


godhead of our Saviour immoveably, in 
the breaſt of every one who profeſſes the ſa- 


cred name of chriſtian; for what would 
they emulate more than to think of their 
Lord and Saviour, as his apoſtles and difci- 


ples thought of him. As for theſe plain 


references to the frequent mention of God 


in the books of the Old Teſtament, they are 
no more than a ſmall part of the firm and 


facred aſſurance we have of this important 


_ doctrine in the New. | 
I Theſe indeed are great and indiſputa- 
ble proofs of that facred truth; but 
beſides theſe, in the books of the New Te- 
ſtament we have numerous inſtances of 
all the names by which God has been 
| pleaſed to make himſelf known to man- 
kind; all the eſſential and incommunicable 
attributes and perfections, by which he is 
diſtinguiſhed from all creatures; all the ope- 

. Fations and powers that are peculiar to him, 
and that adoration and worſhip which 
belongs to God only, being declared to 


. 


: „ 


belong, and all aſcribed as due to our bleſſed 


* 
. 


ing in expreſs and indiſputable words, that 
Chriſt, 


(67) 

Chriſt, the Word, as he is there called, is 
God, the creator of the univerſe, by whom 
all things were made, and in whom was 
life; and excellently expreſſes the doctrine 
we have learned from ſcripture alone to hold 
in regard to the bleſſed 3 ſaying, 
That the word was with God, and the word 
was God. The very name under which he 
was propheſied of by J1/azah, as quoted by 
St. Matthew, ſignified no leſs than God, 
God with us. And St. Luke gives us the 
teſtimony of heaven, of an Angel of the 
Lord, delivered in expreſs words to Zecha- 
rias, That Chriſt is God, the God of Iſrael, 
Chap. i. ver. 11. And there appeared unto 
bim an Angel of the Lord flanding on the 
right fide of the Altar of Incenſe. This 
Angel tells the prieſt of the miniſtry of John, 

and his going before our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour in theſe words: And many of the 
children of Iſrael ſball he turn to the Lord 
their God, and he ſhall go before him in 
the fpirit and power of Elias, to turn the 
bearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
diſobedient to the wiſdom of the juſt, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
In the 2oth Chapter of the Ads of the 
apoſtles, there is an eternal proof, that he 
was no leſs than God himſelf even in the 
bittereſt of his ſufferings, and in the glorious 
ignominy of his death on the croſs, ver. 28. 
Toke heed therefore unto your ſelves, and ſp 
_— 2 al 
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(68) | 
all the flock over the which the Holy Ghoſt 


' bath made you overſcers, to feed the church of 


God, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
blood. 75 EXXANTION rod Qeov, qv Eper 7 
aro dic Toy ide ayoarog, This is the ſo- 
lemn and earneſt admonition of St. Paul 
to the elders of the church at Ephe/ius, at 
his taking his laſt farewell of them, when 
he told them they were to ſee his face no 
more, and therefore expected a more than 
ordinary attention to, and obſervance of what 
he declared to them. Upon this ſolemn oc- 


 cafion it was that he choſe to teſtify the 


godhead of our Saviour in theſe expreſs 
terms, and in a manner that could have no 
room for its being doubted afterwards; and 
I queſtion: not but this ſolemn and ſacred 
teſtimony will be of weight even with the 
unlearned reader, if thoroughly confidered, to 
deſtroy and overthrow all the ſophiſtry and 
weak and wicked cunning of theſe ill men; 


But to themſelves I would appeal from it in 


a more particular manner, as I know it can- 
not but have more weight with any one 
who knows the Greek language, than it 
can have in the tranſlation; they will well 
know, that a more determinate, a more 
certain and indiſputable phraſe could not 
have been uſed on this occaſion, to- expreſs 
that Chriſt was very God, or that God him- 
ſelf without all poſſibility of doubt, ambi- 
guity or uncertain meaning, did ſbed bis 
| own 


( 69-) 

own blood for us on the croſs, than the 
$9,ou eippcrog of this apoſtle, the word dig 
determinately exprefling his proper, peculiar, 
ſpecial blood. There are many other ways 
by which the holy apoſtle might have 
expreſſed. the phraſe, his own. blood, which 
would have been ſufficiently expreſſive of 
that meaning, but he plainly meant by this 
peculiar expreſſion of idiov pears to aſcertain 
that it was the very, the peculiar blood of God 
himſelf, 1 Oes, which was ſhed for us 
upon the croſs. and therefore that there 
could be no dobhbt, but that Chriſt who 
ſuffered for us, was very God. This 
may "ſerve, to the confuſion of all ſuch 
writers as the author of the book under 
conſideration, as one among a thouſand in- 
ſtances that a learned reader may produce to 
prove, that inſtead of the uncertainty he would 
make the unlearned believe there is in the ori- 
ginal text of the facred ſcriptures, the man 
who isable to read them in the learned tongues, 
will find the facred truths they contain de- 
livered, on the contrary, in an appropriated ſet 
of words, and thoſe ſuch as no tranſlation I 
am afraid will ever perfectly come up to. 

The fame apoſtle alſo in his epiſtle to Timo- 
by, Chap. iii. ver. 16. as expreſsly calls our 
bleſſed Saviour God. W²itbout controverſey, 
great is the myſtery of godlineſs, God was 
manifeſt in the ' fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, 
 foen of. angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 

er rv believ'd 


(759) 
lelievd on in the world, received up into 
glory. There can be no doubt, that the 
apoſtle is here deſcribing our bleſſed Saviour, 
whom we ſee he as expreſsly as in the before 
mentioned place, declares to be very God. 

And to all theſe we may add the teſti- 
mony of another diſciple, one who before 
had doubted, but who upon evident proof 
of the reſurrection, not only acknowledged 
that it was: the very body of his crucified 
maſter, but cried out in a rapture of ung 
faith, My Lord, and my God. 

St. Paul in his epiſtl to Titus, Chap. iii. 
ver. 13. evidently declares our Saviour Je- 
fus Chriſt to be the great God. Looking for 
that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. TOY putyans Oe 9 cripo iαεe 
Lic Kpigs, Which expreſſion, every one 
who knows the Greek, and conſiders the 
context, will be very ſenſible means only 
one, and not two perſons. 

In the Revelations, he is called by a name 
peculiarly appropriated to God in the ſacred 
ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, Chap. xvii. ver. 
14. Theſe ſhall make war with the Lamb, 
and the Lamb ſhall overcome them, for be is 
Tord of Lards, and King of Kings. And in 
the very. ſame expreſs words is he deſcribed 
by St. Paul in his epiſtle to Timothy, Chap. 
vi. ver. 14, 15. That thau keep his com- 
| 3 mandment 


(71) 
mandment without ſpot unrebukable, until theap- 
pearing of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which in his 
times be ſhall ſhew, who is the bleſſed and only 
potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords. © n 4 25 


We find in theſe paſſages therefore, that 
the apoſtles of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
have not only expreſsly declared him to be 
God, but have delivered down to us his 
name, adorned with all the attributes, and 
divine perfections, the glorious and incom- 
municable properties of God, and with the 
very appellation by which the name of God 
is accompanied in the ſacred ſcriptures of 
the Old Teſtament. 
The prophet T/azab diſtinguiſhes God by 
the peculiar name of the firſt and the laſt, 
Chap. xli. ver. 4. Who hath wrought and 
done it, calling the generations from the be- 
gining, T the Lord the firſt, and with the laſt 


J am be: and more expreſsly, Chap. xliv. 
ver, 6. Thus ſaith the Lord the king of 


Iſrael, and his redeemer ; the Lord of Hoſts, 1 
am the firſt, and I am the laſt, and beſides me 
There is no God. The ſacred ſcripture does 
not afford us perhaps a more expreſs, full and 
particular diſtinction of God from all other 


beings, or more expreſs the power, eternity. 


and incommunicable nature of the godhead 
than this; and yet we find St. Fohn, Rev. 
Chap. i. ver. 17, 18. preſents us with our Lord 
and Saviour, aſſuming to himſelf this very 


title, 


(72) 

ue, T am the firſt and the laſt, I am bd 

that liveth and was dead, and behold 1. am 

alive forevermore, Amen, and have the keys 
of bell, and of death. What is more plain 
than from this paſſage, that as the prophet 
apy introduces God himſelf, nd — 2 

is the firſt and the loſt, and beſide bim there 

is no G; our bleſſed Lord my Saviour, 
who is the firſt and the laſt, is the very God 
deſcribed. by the prophet, T, be Lord #8 king 
of Iſrael, and bis redeemer the Lord of Hoſts, 
and ihe only God. 

St. John declares him to be the abſolute 
Lord of life and death, and that he gives 
them to whom he will, Chap. v. ver. 21. 
St. Paul in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, Chap. 
i. ver. 8. introduces God the father, the 
firſt perſon of the ever bleſſed Trinity, de- 

| _ our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, God in 
expreſs words. But unto: the ſon he ſaith, 
Thy throne, O God, 11 for ever and ever, a 
** F ri ich teouſueſs is the ſcepter of thy 
kingdom, words repeated from the Pſalmiſt, 
xIv. 7. What could the pious chriſtian des. 
fire more than this, a teſtimony. of the god- 
head of the great author of his faith; or what 
conviction of the inſolent diſputers of that 
eternal truth, can be imagined greater than 
2 expreſs voice of God himſelf, calling him 
an eternal God. Tpog de ron 40 & Opdvog c 
o Oedg dig ro auave Ts dub. Aud be is before 


(73) 
all thing s, by him all things confi, ſays the 
ſame 9 5 Col. i. 17. 
© Our bleſſed Saviour in St. Marrb. xvii. 
20. declares himſelf poſſeſſed of the divine 
attributes of immenfity and omnipreſence, de- 
claring that he is ever near to thoſe who 
join in calling on his name, For where ta09 or 
three are gathered together i in my name, there 
am I in the miaſt of them. St. Paul in his 
epiſtle to the Colgſians. Chap. ii. ver. 9. de- 
clares, that in him dwelleth all the fulneſi of 
the godbead bodily. Simon, in the 2 iſt Chap- 
ter of St. Yobn's goſpel, declares to him, that 
he is poſſeſſed of the divine omniſcence, 
Lord, thou knoweſt all things. Küpie ov mavre' 
oxrdag, What can be more plain than this 
diſciple's here "declaring our Saviour's being 
poſſeſſed of the ſacred and incommunicable 
attributes of God in ſpeaking to himſelf ? 
and can we ſuppoſe that our bleſſed Lord, 
who was all truth and meekneſs, would not 
have corrected the ideas of his diſciple con-" 
cerning him, had they been other than juſt?” 
the ſame divine attribute is alſo given 6 our 
Saviour in the epiſtle to the Hebrezwws, Chap. 
iv. ver. 13. Neither is their any creature that 
is not manifeſt in bis fight : but all things are 
naked, and open unto the eyes of him With, 
whom we have to do. 
One peculiar effect of this glorious attri- 
bute is frequently mentioned in the ſacred 
_ ſcriptures 
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(74) | 
ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, and every 


where as a knowledge appropriated to God 


alone, this is the knowing the hearts and ſe- 
crets of men, Jer. xvii, 10. I the Lord 
ſearch the heart, I try the. reins, even to give. 
to every man according to his ways. Kings 
i. 18, 19. Then hear thou in heaven 
thy dwelling place and forgive, and do, and 
give to every man according to bis ways, whoſe 
heart thou knoweſt, for thou, even thou only 


 knoweſt the hearts of all the children of men. 


And the Pſalmiſt, vii. 9. O let the wickedneſs 
of the wicked come to an end, but eftabliſh 


tbe Juſt, ſor the righteous Od trieth the hearts | 


and reins. If this then is a knowledge pecu- 


| liar to God, and to God only, as the inſpir'd 


writer obſerves, and we find St. Fohn, Rev. 


ii. 23. aſcribing it in the ſame expreſs words 


to our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, And all the 
churches ſhall know I am he which ſearcheth 
the reins and hearts, and I will giue unto every 
one of you accords ng to your works, un- 

TR rag. PY EXKANT iu ors ey % 0 iber. | 
28 5 Kapding, g dlc da Excg w xh 
T& i Vw; What can be underſtood from 
the whole, but that our bleſſed Saviour is 
God. ? 

The names and attributes of God, we ſee 
by theſe and many more paſſages that might 
be quoted, are evidently aſcribed by the 
Na apoſtles and evangeliſts, without reſerve, 

to 


to the bleſſed Lord Chriſt ; and yet we arg, 
2 told, that God will have a namè 


which he will poſſeſs alone, and a glory 
which he will not give to another, as before 
| obſerv'd from the fame facred writings ; what 
then follows, but that from our ſeeing this 
name and this glory continually aſcribed to 
our Saviour, we muſt either acknowledge 
him to be God, one of the three perſons of 
the holy and bleſſed Trinity, or give up all 
title to the truth of our ſacred religion, and 
call theſe fathers of it, theſe ſervants of our 
Lord, who lived with him, and who died 
for him, who willingly underwent the ſeve- 
reſt tortures to prove the truth of the doc- 
trines they preached, and ſtrengthen the faith 
of their followers, to have been deceivers and 
even impious blaſphemers. 205 
If theſe men, as their doctrines boldly in- 
ſinuate are of this opinion, may it be known 
to the world, and may the Lord of his in- 
finite mercy, open and enlighten their under- 
ſtandings. Numbers of perſons of weak 
minds and fond of novelty, may have hither- 
to been deluded by their ſpecious ſubtilties, 
and led to incline to their opinions, without 
knowing the extent and danger of them: 
But ſurely when they are placed in this juſt 
and clear light, their unthinking followers 
will know the infinite value of their holy 
TS ES „% 
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religion better than to be led by them into 
* abſolute and horrible a renunciation of it. 


P heſe, though infinitely ſufficient, are 


far from being all the proofs the ſacred 
ſcriptures furniſh us with, of the godhead 
of our Lord and Saviour; for there in many 
places, not only the names and attributes, 
but the very acts and operations of infinite 
power and wiſdom, aſcribed in the ſacred 
writings of the Old Teſtament, in the works 


of Moſes and the prophets, to the great God, 


the Lord of Hoſts the God of J/rael; by 


which peculiar name God was pleas'd to be 
. known to his choſen people; are plainly and 


expreſsly in the different parts of the New 
Teſtament, aſcrib'd to our Saviour God the 
Son, the ſecond perſon in the ever bleſſed 
Trinity. | | 
The great work of the creation of the 
univerſe, is not only expreſsly attributed to 
him by St. John in his goſpel, and that in 
the moſt plain ani indiſputable words ; but 
what the Pſalmiſt ſays, cii. 25. Of old haſt 
thou laid the foundation of the earth, and the 
beavens are the work of thy hands; is quoted 
by St, Paul in his epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
Chap. ij. ver. 10. as ſpoken by that inſpir'd 
writer of the perſon of our bleſſed Saviour: 
And in his epiſtle to the Colgſians, i. 16. he 
repeats the ſame ſacred truth, in yet more 
full and expreſs terms, declaring him to 
| = have 


it 
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have been the creator of the angels. For 
by him were all things created that are in 
eqven, and that are in earth,” vifible and 


unviſible, whether they be thrones,. or do- 
minions, or princapalities, or powers; all 
things were created by him, and for bim. 


And in the epiſtle to the Hebrews i. 3. de- 


clares alſo, that he upholdeth all things by the 
_ word of bis power. Theſe, it is eaſy to ſee, 
like the reſt, can be the attributes of God 
only. The ſcripture abounds alſo with others, 
not leſs expreſs and plain; but what need of 
more; when theſe have proved him God, the 
God of 1/rael, the ſupreme God, creator and 
preſerver of the univerſe, the Lord of Hoſts, 
the Jehovah, the eternal, the omniſcient and 
and the omnipreſent God. | 
Let me add one thing more to theſe 
unhappy, theſe impious men ; which is, that 
as be has created, ſo he ſhall judge the world, 
and that according to the apoſtle St. Paul, 
in his ſecond epiſtle to the Corinthians, Cap. 
v. 10. We muſt all appear before the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may re- 
cerve the things done in his body, according 
to that be hath done, whether it be good 


or bad. And let them tremble in time to 
think how they will appear before the 


judgment-ſeat of that God and Saviour, 


whom they have fo prophanely and impi- 


ouſly blaſphemed. | 
| ; * | To 
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followers and unthinking profelytes of theſe. 


ſubtle men, let me apply in the Words of 


the Holy Apoftle ſo often quoted in the pre- 

OY pages,” in his firſt epiſtle to the Colo- 
Chap. ji. ver. 8. Beware, leſt a 

man pol you through philoſophy and wain de- 


ceit, after the tradition f men, after the 


rudiments of the oorld, and not after 
Chriſt. | 


4 +. a 


ie, 


7 108 

with great repel, 

81 R. 
Your moſt obedient 


humble ſervant. 


